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JAIST International Alumni News 2005

JAIST REBZFE_"1-R

Dear Alumni:

At the beginning of April, 2004, all the national
universities in Japan including JAIST were incorporated
into National University Corporations. This means that
JAIST is now an independent administrative institution
supported by the national government. Thus JAIST is no
longer legal part of the Ministry of Education, Science,
Culture, and Sports (MEXT) As a consequence of this
change, various legal restrictions on university administra-
tion have been relaxed, and the degree of freedom of each
university has been expanded. This new situation puts us
in an advantageous position, allowing us to try various
innovative approaches in our education-research enterprise.
The proposal entitled "Verifiable and Evolvable e-Society"
proposed by JAIST for the 21st COE programs of MEXT
was approved in 2004 as one of 28 successful proposals
after heavy competition among 300 proposals from
universities throughout Japan. We are very much pleased
with this success in the competition and proud of the
accomplishment. At present JAIST has two COE projects,
including the project, "Technology Creation Based on
Knowledge Science", approved in 2003.

JAIST has a total of 146 international students now, and in
doctoral programs, the international students make up
approximately one-third of the student body. We have
already concluded academic agreements with a total of 44
institutions abroad in order to promote international
personnel exchange and collaboration. We will pursue
further. internationalization of research and education at
JAIST and continue to produce world-class enlightened
scientists and engineers.

I wish you all the best in the year 2005.

USHIODA Sukekatsu
President
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+3* Off-campus activities of international students at JAIST
JAISTOEBS
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A total of 146 international students from 20 countries are
now studying at JAIST. This number of students is
unexpectedly huge if remembering 58 international
students studied 5 years ago. They are active not only on
advanced scientific and technological researches but also in
off-campus club making. Their off-campus activities are
aiming at their refreshment but obvious to contribute much
to their human relationships. Of course, sometimes
Japanese students, faculty members and their family
members are joining their clubs. This issue focuses on
these off-campus activities of international students at
JAIST. You may understand the internationalization is now
expanded at the off-campus students' lives as well as their
researches on campus.

@ CHINA The Orient Dream Table Tennis Club
Member : 10 Chinese Students
The Orient Dream Table Tennis
Club was founded in 2002 to
provide opportunities for
enthusiastic players of all levels to
practice and play competitive
table tennis. The club abides by
the laws of table tennis and the
rules of JAIST, while promoting:
Participation/Inclusiveness/Excllen-
ce Through Competition/Program
Acti-vities

The club runs two teams in the
local Tatsunokuchi Ping Pong
Competition annually and other
activities. We also organize numerous social events
throughout the year. It has a growing active and en-
thusiastic membership. It is the club's pleasure to invite
visitors, and sport enthusiasts to attend our weekly
activities. Come on, join us!

@ KOREA Korea Association of JAIST
Member : 32 Korean People (include their family)
About twenty students coming
from Korea with ambitious dream
are presently- studying at JAIST.
Our main activities aim at
supporting each student to strive
to -attain one's dream along with
original intention. The reception
for new students in April and the
general assembly in October are
held regularly every year.

We give advice to new students to
get them adjust to life at JAIST.
We have also held various events
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occasionally; Japanese culture class, barbecue party in
summer, ski school in winter, tennis or softball tournament.
Because we recognize it is necessary for us to learn
Japanese culture as well as to study in our major field.
JAIST has produced many graduates with knowledge
acquired in the fields of advanced science and technology.
They are active in various fields in the world. We would
strengthen bonds of our friendship and also provide the
occasions for exchange between alumni and us to keep
close contact.

@ EUROPE AREA The JAIST Caffeine Lovers Coffee Circle

The JAIST Cafe Circle's gloomy origins are far from clear,
but legend tells of a man throwing a 100 yen coin into the
school's coffee machine, to get a hot caffeinated beverage.
At some point it seems he was joined by an individual with
similar intent, and lo and behold, a new JAIST circle was
born...The activities of the JAIST Cafe circle are quite
loose, and I use the term loose loosely,
but they somehow seem to revolve
around the consumption of caffeinated
beverages. Usually sessions are held at
least once a day (on weekdays), after
lunch. The coffee itself isdrank in har-
mony with the ever-changing seasons,
in summer most members will have ice
coffee, whereas in winter, the hot
variety is wusually preferred. The
gathering tends to take place around
the coffee machines next to the
cafeteria, for reasons of logistics.
However, on cold days, the core
members can be seen to venture into
the library, as it is warmer there and
therefore more conducive to after-
lunch meetings.

Objectives of the JAIST Cafe Circle are quite modest
actually: to discuss the chores of the day, and to make it
through yet another day caffeinated and well. As such it
could be said that the JAIST Cafe Circle mainly aims at
fullfilling a basic human need for company, meaningful
interaction and, last but not least, coffee.

For that reason, there is no formal member list, people tend
to join as they see fit. For anyone who would be interested
in joining, here is a list of the necessary gear to bring to the
meetings:

- 70 yen (for the cheaper instant coffee),

- 90 yen (for expensive instant coffee)

- 100 yen(for can coffee from the automatic vending
machine)

- 120 yen or more (for coffee from the JAIST shop) .

Of course, people bringing their own coffee are very much
welcome too. Future plans for the JAIST Cafe circle are
mainly having coffee, and the next regular session is
scheduled for tomorrow, at around 12:30 at the coffee
machines... Hope to see you there !
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@VIETNAM and other country

International Soccer Circle
Members: Vietnamese 20/Japanese 5 /Chinese 4 /Brazilian
1 /French 1 /English 1 /Turkish 1/Polish 1/Spanish 2
After one week sticking to high
performance computers, powerful
machines, we gather together at
the "YuuYuu Stadium" (the grass
field next to the YuuYuu re-
staurant) or the Miyatake Taii-
kukan to have the greatest time in
the weekend with soccer matches.
We call the circle International be-
cause of its internationality. Mem-
bers are JAIST students, staffs,
invited professors, professors,
sons of professors, ... coming from
different countries around the
world. At a very high level of technique, relatively low
level of strength, we get pleasure from fantastic,
unpredictable, and unrepeatable goals. During and after the
matches, we can talk to each other in different languages,
about everything.

@CHINA
The China-Japan Collaborative Model Association

Members : 12 Chinese Master's Students

Origin : The China-Japan Collaborative Model Association

was established in October, 2003 by JAIST Chinese

students, Prof. Shuji Kondo (JAIST), the President

Kouichi Kishi (Kishi Trading Company, Ishikawa), and

Mr. Kazumoto Watanabe (China Hunan Normal Uni-

versity) .

Purpose : In order to act as a cultural crosslink between

China and Japan and to promote mutual understanding of

both Chinese and Japanese people.

The Association tries to analyze ethnic cultures of both

China and Japan in terms of a difference in the customs

appeared in order to know the essential difference in the

cultures of both countries, finally to contribute to the
economic relationship between both countries.

Vision : The Association provides several opportunities for

exchanging information between both countries and for

chattering to act as a crosslink for China-Japan rela-
tionship, aiming at a variety of the interchange of both
people.

Activity:

1. The weekly report on cultural comparison, entitled
"Hot Line", is e-released through over 100 people
including business man, faculty members and students.
The mutual understanding is a basis for economical
activities between both countries.

2 . Several information to support Chinese students who
want to study in Japan is provided. The procedure for
coming to Japan as a student, the information on
Japanese schools and life in Japan, support on job in
Japan, and advises are provided.

3. The hot information on sightseeing in China is
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provided and several tours to China are produced.

4 . Several supports to Japanese companies planning to go
into China are also provided. The basic information as
well as legal issues are provided through research
results in China.

The present activities involved:

1. The research meeting is held on every Wednesday to e-
release the Hot Line.

2. The website to provide information on studying in
Japan and cultural interchange is now being established.

3. "The project for studying in Japan" is initiated and now
in progress through negotiating with both countries
(Association for the Promotion of Japanese Language
Education in Japan and Heilongjiang in China) .

4. A sightseeing tour to China(Shanghai? Chengdu-
Jiuzaigou) from March 6 th is now scheduled.

JAIST has established the website for our alumni all over the
world in order to keep close contact with each other.
Characteristic Functions of This Website
1. Activator for Alumni Community
* bulletin board,
* information on alumni reunions by laboratory, area
(Tokyo, Osaka etc) or contemporary,
* creation of mailing lists by laboratory, contemporary
and/or party of good friends,
* creation of a member's account of alumni association,
* e-mail forwarding and Web transfer function
* disclosure of contact information of faculty members who
have moved out and interface between those members
and alumni.
2 . Protector of Information Privacy
* disclosure option by inquirer
* protection of confidentiality of personal data from
inquirers without permission,
* disclosure on a datum-by-datum basis (e-mail address,
address etc.) according to an inquirer
*access on a datum-by- datum basis ; list output is not
available
3 . Support for Data Update
* Web page for data update in person
* data confirmation by e-mail around May every year
4 . Mediator for Close Contact between Alumni and JAIST
* publication of the JAIST Mail Magazine and the JAIST
News
* information on events , Open Campus etc, held by JAIST
*referral to senior members of alumni association for
carrier service
* English version
For a membership, access the following Web page and register.
http://www.alumni.jaist.ac.jp
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JAIST Alumni Website Has Been Established !
EELRERZRMTARZRAZRAEZEER—LR—2OBHM5E

http://www.alumni.jaist.ac.jp/
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Chart 1 : Number of International Students by Country
As of March 1,

2005

Data of Internationall Students
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Chart 3 : Number of International Students by Region
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Chart 2 : Change in the Number of International

Students
xR 2 HAEHHR
As of March 1, 2005

China FE 33 35 5 73
Vietnam NhF LA 1 16 1 18
Korea RERKE 3 10 2 15
Taiwan ak 3 4 7
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Indonesia A RRT 2 2 4
Thailand 54 1 3 4
Manmar IV — 3 3
Tunisia SFAZTIT 1 2 3
Turkey N3 2 2
Spain ARAY 2 2
Brazil T52) 2 2
Nepal /8= )b 1 1
SriLanka 2V)Z2h 1 1
Laos ZHR 1 1
Syria )7 1 1
Germany K1Y 1 1
Poland A—Z 2R 1 1
Finland PRGN 1 1
Belgium ~N)LF— 1
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JAIST UP DATE /JAISTIERRE

JAIST has newly concluded the agreements on academic
exchanges with Bogolyubov Institute for Theoretical Physics
(Ukraine), University of Dhaka (Bangladesh), Vietnam
National University, Hanoi (Vietnam), Hanyang University
(Korea) , Queensland University of Technology (Australia)
National Institute of Telecommunications (Poland), Inter-
national Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (Austria)
and College of Sciences and Technology, University of
Sydney (Australia) in order to develop exchange of
personnel and research cooperation. The number of partner
institutions is now 46 in 17 countries.

Faculty News

The following faculty members newly joined JAIST
School of Knowledge Science
Associate Professor Yukari NAGAI Decision Making Processes
Professor Yasuo IKAWA R & G Processes
School of Information Science
Professor Yasushi HIBINO Computer Architecture
Associate Professor Masato SUZUKI Software Engineering
Associate Professor - Ryuuhei UEHARA Foundations of Information Science
Center for Knowledge Science
Associate Professor Hideaki KANAI
Center for Strategic Development of Science and Technology
Associate Professor Toshiya KOBAYASHI

The following faculty members left JAIST
School of Knowledge Science
Associate Professor Akiya NAGATA moved to Kyushu
Univ. as an Associate Professor.
School of Information Science
Professor Susumu HORIGUCHI moved to Tohoku Univ.
as a Professor.
Associate Professor Hiroshi SHIMODAIRA resigned.
School of Materials Science
Associate Professor Toshiharu TERANISHI moved to
Uniyv. of Tsukuba as a Professor.
Associate Professor Eiji SHIRAKAWA moved to Kyoto
Univ. as an Associate Professor.

IAl (Interactive Admission over the Internet)
New style of admission system on the internet

Interactive Admission: IAI stands for Interactive Admission over the
Internet. It is a new type of admission system. All you need to do to
entry is to access our website. You have enough time to communicate
interactively with our faculty members on the web.Internet Admission:
The IAI system removes the disadvantage of examinees living far
away from JAIST over the internet. For examinees convenience, its
informational environment enables examinees to take our entrance
examination without coming all way to our school.

We introduce you to JAIST through the communication on our
website before the application.

After entry and setting your ID/password, you can get all the
information you need for school life, from detailed information about
the school you are applying to, to information about courses, research,
scholarship and on-campus housing. The information have you image
your school life.

Agreements on Academic E>

Cilelile] ST ASMRABEHERR

AT, WO & O AM A i I & O [Al
RERBIEDLOIC, FHEEHIICTY T4 TR
TATI—RTY 2 —R7HmYBENE (V72
AF), BvhRYE ON\FF5F2a), NNFLEK
KENIAFE (NN FL), BEERY (RERE), 7
A=A RIERRY A—AFZ7 U 7)), ELER
BEWTRT (R—2 2 F), BEEIGHD AT LT
i (A—ABMUT), ¥R=—R¥ERFREMAZL Y Y
(A—=AFZVU7) O3B & A& Z /0 F
L7zo THTARYEDENAZ Gl EMEIX17 + [E466%EH
ErElLi,

HEDEE
MIEHE :
A 2RI
KIFHER Bz EEPE X Ay = K i
HIN RER B R WRYERHYE T a e A
CESTEERY AL

Lty 5 & #2 SR —F 77 F vl
WA IEAN B V7 b o 7R R
FRCOBEE BhEBE NGRS

MBRZHERRE 5 —

EH HH B

MERMREREESEE > 5 —
IV Bk B

RE - s S hiiz#E -
MBRZHAFTR
AKHT 56t BhZEE H3 UM R R BERE T - W 7T e
Bz e LTtk L.
BEFZMIER
B o FEDIHALRER B R AR
A LTI sh i L,
N M BB S hE L,
FRFZHFER
SEOH A BEE TR AR AT L LT
ARY (=S OYAN
A S BB 3t B R R A B B A W S
A LTI sh i L,

A125—2y PARERELTHET

TATE % (3 Interactive Admission over the InternetDHE T, B — L_—
TOWH DL T 72 AL, BEkE i ¥ ZERE D, HE L Web
TR & B IEE 2 A IR 2 A T T HSR A B LWL AR
TR DIT1ETT . (Interactive Admission) TALEH (X, 1 > X —
2w N2 L CTZEE &AL D% vl L., iw Rt o5z 5
TG EF T THZBMTE 2B 2D . ZMED
FifFZ#H>7: 6 DTY, (Internet Admission)
HEARIDWeb¥$3E T RZ DA Z BT

ZAt - BB L TID - 732 T — FHUfG#%. Web L TEH T 2 WF5ER
DOFLWERIE T TR L. 123 - TR DM DT RS IR & D1
. FEEORWEDDP Y RT LB ENE DT, NAREDY
EAEEVPRZTEZT,

Access Here s¥L <32

http://www.jaist.ac.jp/




FROM ALUMNUS /83 ED0

Game Programmer : Mathema-tics and
Parallel Processing

Working in a game industry has been my |
dream since I was just 7 years old, after I
saw "Pacman" on my cousin's Atari. And
here I am... =
I am now working as a game programmer at -
a game company called "Opus" and in ﬂ' \ ¥

game engines. My specialization is Play-
station 2's graphic engine and system. My

D graphic libraries and shaders. And
application-programmers make games based
on my work.

Being a game programmer is not only creating an exciting
game, but also dealing with sophisticated mathematics and
parallel processing. I found that all my studies has finally
paid off. My praise to Professor Horiguchi who taught me
everything I know about parallel processing. By his
directions, I manage to make a program for three
processing pipelines. These basics become my fun-
damental knowledge for driving seven processing pipelines
in Playstation 2, all in synchronization and without data
stall.

I am Janaka Rajapakse from Sri Lanka. I

graduated from the Faculty of Science of the
University of Colombo. I joined JAIST formy |

postgraduate studies in the month of April L,
year 2003. Since I enrolled to the Media Art

Laboratory I have been studying Computer
Graphics and Information Visualization under
the supervision of Prof. Kazunori Miyata. My
current research focuses on simulating and

computer graphics.

My experience in JAIST is very valuable so
I decided to continue my Ph.D. in JAIST.
The highly organized research environment is hard to
compare with other Universities. Research facilities, and
dormitory facilities of JAIST are excellent. Natural beauty
of surrounding JAIST is so fascinating; especially I like
long Sakura roads, sceneries of Mt. Hakusan, and
waterfalls. T am really lucky to be in JAIST.

I am Hui Tian from China. JAIST is a pleasant place to
study and live-this was the impression I got immediately
when [ first arrived here. Coming to my sight in the front of
JAIST are the attractive seaside and skyline, with a
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sideview to some highrises of the famous
Kanazawa city; on the back of JAIST
continuous forests and mountains pop up
into my eyes. All these combined
constitutes a fantastic scenery that is so
exciting and imaginative to a new comer
...... In each season, I can enjoy different
gifts from the nature. In such a peaceful and
beautiful place, I can devote my mind to a
dreaming creative career.

almost two years study in this high-quality

lab, I have made great progress in my research under the
effective supervision from my advisor. Though I have a
competitive study life everyday, I also enjoy relaxation
after hours in various forms such as running on the country
road, jogging in the forest, playing tennis, and exercising in
the gymnasium. As our lab's group sport activity in leisure
time, I and other labmates play table tennis frequently (our
lab has formed a table tennis club) . Sometimes, we also go
to Japanese BBQ for dinning where we can enjoy various
delicious Japanese food in the way of self-service. In
summary, I really enjoy my study and life in JAIST this
wonderful environment. I wish to say that, no matter where
I am in future, the days in JAIST will always remain to be
a most beautiful memory in my life.

I am Tim Fugmann from the University of
Stuttgart (in the southern part of Germany) . /
I am a senior student in the Department of &~
Technical Biology. At JAIST, I am studying [B&
as a Special Research Student for five
months. In Germany, we have a slightly
different educational system, not Bachelor
and Master but it is called "Diplom". It takes

Ms. Hui TIAN (China)
D2, School of Information Science
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have to do two research topics ("small
thesis" and "master thesis") . I am happy that
I got the chance of doing the "small thesis"
in the laboratory of Professor Eiichi Tamiya.
Under the particular supervision of Kagan Kerman, I am
developing an electrochemical DNA biosensor based on
colloidal gold nanoparticles. The research topics in the
laboratory of Professor Tamiya are remarkably diverse and
it was hard to choose only one topic for my research. The
Japanese laboratory is really impressive.

Outstanding technology, immense working power and
discipline meet to form a combined structure that is far
different from the environment in Germany.

Around JAIST, I have met many people from different
countries, especially from Asia, who helped me to get a
new and deeper understanding of this part of the world.
Since I am just to start my scientific career, I have not yet
decided what I will do after finishing my "Diplom" in
Stuttgart. Until now, I fell in love with Japan and I really
want to come back as soon as possible.
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The gathering of international students was held at the Ishikawa
High-Tech Exchange Center on October 19th, 2004. This
gathering is held every year to encourage international students
studying away from their home countries and to promote mutual
friendship between international students and the JAIST faculty
members and administrative staff. In this time, the Mayor of the
Tatsunokuchi Town and several members of the Tatsunokuchi
International Friendship Association and the Tatsunokuchi
Chamber of Commerce were also invited to the gathering to
expand the wave of exchange.

Followed by the addresses from the President Sukekatsu Ushioda
and Mr. Nagaoki Miyamoto, the Mayor of Tatsunokuchi Town,
the Vice President Akio Makishima's toast began the gathering.
Mr. Ujjwal Neupane from Nepal gave fruitful words in fluent
Japanese on behalf of the new international students who have
joined JAIST after the last year's gathering. As this year's special,
the homemade dishes prepared by the international students from
China, Korean and Bangladesh pleased every person. The party
grew livelier with a variety of entertainments, including Chinese
dance and Tai Chi, Vietnamese popular song by the international
students, children's songs by the guest from the Tatsunokuchi
International Friendship Association and demonstration of the
Shorinji-Kempo by the administrative staff members. At the end
of the gathering, on behalf of the international students, Mr.
Rahman M.M. Hafizur from Bangladesh who is a second year
student in the doctoral program of the School of Information
Science, gave helpful advice to the new international students and
addressed thanks. The participants left the gathering hall with
deepened friendship.

Field Trip to Nagano

On December 4 th and 5th, 64
people, international students and

escorting members from faculty
and staff went on the field trip to
middle-northern part of Nagano.
This trip has been planned

$ annually in order to help interna-
tional students' understanding of Japanese culture.

On the first day they visited the Daio Wasabi Firm nearby
Matsumoto city to enjoy the Japanese dishes tasted by wasabi
(Japanese horseradish). Then they moved to the Matsumoto
Castle and climbed the castle tower which is the oldest one as an
original architecture in Japan. Also, they enjoyed the collection of
many historical and classical Japanese crafts at the Matsumoto
Folkcraft Museum. On the second day they had a chance to
experience the special Buddhist ceremony called Okaidan Meguri
at the Zenkoji Temple. At the stop at the Hokusai Museum, they
had a nice opportunity to see the collection of the old Japanese
prints designed by Hokusai Katsushika, who had influenced V. v.
Gogh and many European modern artists. They deepened their
understanding of Japanese culture through the impressive
experience in a short period of time, two days.

Gathering of International StUdents
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Japan Education Fair 2004

The 2004 Japan Education Fair was held in B
Taiwan on Jul. 16 and 18, Korea on Sep. 10
and 12 and Vietnam on Nov. 26 and 28. Nine
staff members participated in the Fair from
JAIST. During the Fair, 31 out of 2920 in
Taiwan, 23 out of 3891 participants in Korea,
35 out of 1924 in Vietnam visited the JAIST's
booth to ask many specific and detailed
questions on the education, the admission
system and the scholarship of JAIST. We are
satisfied with the fact that we succeeded to introduce JAIST to
many participants from those countries in this Fair.

Regional friendship

Tatsunokuchi Changed into Nomi

On the day of February 1 st, 2005, three towns of Tatunokuchi,
Neagari and Terai have merged into a new city named Nomi. The
population of this city is 47,826 and the total area is 83.9km. With
the establishment of this city, the following advantages are to be
much expected: (Mnew approach to the regional development at a
wide point of view, @ providing better and divers service for
living, and Qthe effective managements of the administration and
finance, and the comprehensive social works. Tedori and Kutani
were also nominated for the name of the new city. How do you
think about the new name of Nomi? The name of Tatsunokuchi is
officially gone, however, this name will be remain within the
hearts of those who had been in the Tatsunokuchi Town as
international students.

The Tatsunokuchi Festival Jonkara

The Tatsunokuchi Festival Jonkara JEITU X AD 550

The 23rd Tatsunokuchi Jonkara Festival was held in front of the
Tatsunokuchi Town Hall on August 21lst and 22nd. On this
occasion, many international students joined events in the
Festival. In the event of Jonkara Dance Competition, the team
JAIST including five international students with Yukata costume
received an award named "HONOBONO SHO", which was given
for one team with the heartwarming dancing.

JAPAN TENT
"JAPAN TENT" was held over the whole region of Ishikawa
Prefecture from July 30 to August 6. The JAPAN TENT is a
regional event sponsored by various government agencies, private
companies, and volunteer organizations, and
invites international students living in Japan to
Ishikawa Prefecture to give the opportunity of
contact with local residents and understanding
of traditional culture in Ishikawa. From
JAIST, 9 international students and 11
Japanese volunteers joined JAPAN TENT.
They enjoyed cultural Ishikawa through a
variety of cultural experiences, visiting places,
and staying at individual houses as guests.
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The Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO) invites former

international students to Japan as follows:

Nationality: Former international students in Japan who have the

nationality of developing countries or regions in Asia, Latin

America, the Middle East, Africa, etc.

Eligibility:

(1)Persons who, after their return to their home country, are
engaged in the fields of education, academic research, or
persons with substantial professional experiences equivalent to
a professor, an associate professor or a lecturer.

(2)Persons who hold doctorate degrees when the fellowship goes
into effect, that must have been received with in five years or
persons with substantial professional experiences equivalent to
a professor, an associate professor or a lecturer.

(3)Persons less than 46 years old, who have been in their home
countries for at least five years since returning from Japan.
Period: within 90 days
Supported expenses : A round-trip air ticket, living expenses,
domestic travel expenses for research, etc.

Please refer to the International Student Section for further

information.

Editor's Notes

We are so pleased to release the JAIST Alumni News Vol. 5.

As you know, at the end of the last year a ultra-heavy earthquake
with the magnitude of 9.0 occurred off the Sumatra Island to
induce serious damages to ca. 220,000 people living in the
surrounding 6 countries including Indonesia, India, Thailand,
and so on. Some of the alumni may be living in these countries,
and we hope you and your families' peace. The nature also gave
our Japan several tragedy such as over 10 typhoon's landing in
the last late summer and a heavy earthquake with the magnitude
of 6.8 at middle-Niigata area on October 23rd. We also hope early
recovery and reconstruction of that area.

Fortunately, our JAIST had no damage from any typhoons and the
earthquake in the last year, however, anomalous appearance of so
many bears from mountains to fields gave us dangerous situation
to the peaceful life of us during the last autumn. This was due to
the lack of their natural foods in mountain area resulted from
repeatedly coming typhoons.

This volume focuses on the "Off-campus activities of
international students" in JAIST. We would appreciate it so much
if you could kindly give us any comments or impression on the
content of this volume. We hope this volume reminds you of your
days in JAIST. Also we wish your wonderful success in this year

2005.
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