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Dear Alumni :

It is a great pleasure to send my New Year's greetings to our alumni
through "JAIST Alumni News 2006." Here in Tatsunokuchi (which
is now part of a newly incorporated Nomi City) we had a lot of snow
this winter and the countryside is beautiful under complete snow
cover. [ hope every one of you in different countries and climate has
welcomed the New Year in good health and spirit. I wish you the best
for the New Year.

JAIST celebrated the 15th anniversary of its founding last October
with a ceremony in Nomi City, which was attended by many
dignitaries including the former Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori. We
also held an anniversary symposium in Tokyo, where Nobel Laureate
Leona Esaki was the keynote speaker and some of our faculty
members presented their research highlights.

At JAIST many new things are taking place after becoming a government
corporation. We now have more local autonomy than before. However,
our original policy of providing a systematic graduate education to
produce broadly knowledgeable scientists and engineers is unchanged.
We continue to improve our system to provide better education to our
students. Currently we have about 1000 students and 300 staff members,
and about 15% of the students come from regions outside Japan. Our
effort to create a cosmopolitan atmosphere to serve students from all
types of backgrounds has been recognized nationally, and as a result our
program to strengthen the bilingual environment has been funded by the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, and Technology (MEXT).
National recognition has been achieved also by two 21st Century Center-
of-Excellence (COE) projects at JAIST : "Verifiable and Evolvable e-
Society" run by a group from the School of Information Science, and
"Technology Creation Based on Knowledge Science" run by a joint group
from Schools of Knowledge Science and Materials Science. These
projects are helping to place JAIST at the top of national universities in
Japan. I hope that you are proud of being alumni from one of the Centers-
of-Excellence in these fields.

Those of us who are currently at JAIST are doing our best to maintain
and further enhance the excellent educational institution, and JAIST
continues to be one of the best graduate schools in Japan. I hope that
you are also doing well in your respective career. Your
accomplishment is a measure of the quality of education at JAIST.

Sukekatsu Ushioda
President
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+* "JAIST's 15th Anniversary "

JAISTIXRZF15AFZNX X U

JAIST was established in 1990 and has
celebrated its 15th Anniversary of the
foundation in October 2005. |

In commemoration of the anniversary,
the ceremony and lecture were held on
October 21, 2005. Approximately 300
people inside and outside JAIST

including members of Monbukagakusho
and Representatives and local assem-
blies, local governments, industries,
partner universities participated in the
ceremony. A tree of Cornus Kousa,
floral language is "friendship", was
planted besides the Building of Admini-
stration Bureau in commemoration of the anniversary. The tree-
planting was carried out by President Ushioda, former Prime Minister
Yoshiro Mori, Vice-Minister of Monbukagakusho Akio Yuki, Vice-
President of Vietnam National University Mai, and other guests.
Then, the commemorative ceremony was held at Terai social welfare
center in Nomi city. From outside Japan, delegate of Vietnam
National University, Gwangju Institute of Science and Technology,
and Inje University took part in it.

President Ushioda looked back on the past 15 years and expressed
his gratitude to the people concerned. In his speech, about
securing the students who are excellent and highly motivated to
study, he told that JAIST is looking for students from all types of
backgrounds including international students and working people,
and actively promotes the realization of its ideals such as the
mobilization of human resources in Japan and internationalization.

The ceremony followed with the commemorative lecture titled
"The memory of the beginning of JAIST" by Dr. Tominaga Keii,
the first president and professor emeritus at JAIST.

He told that the inaugural members of JAIST had desired to create
the base for study and to produce the excellent human resources
from the first independent graduate school in Japan.

After the commemorative lecture, the celebration was held at
cultural hall in Neagari town. After Kagamibiraki, participants
toasted and enjoyed a pleasure time in the friendly atmosphere.
The celebration grew livelier with powerful performance of
traditional drumming and participants celebrated the 15th
anniversary.

In commemoration of the fifteenth anniversary, JAIST held
lectures at the New Takanawa Prince Hotel on December 9. About
two hundred and sixty people from Monbukagakusho, other
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sl GEsmneRgaemA®  national research institutions,
H#lSEﬁﬁgﬁng universities, industries and
T . 1 students' families attended.
Y . Dr. Reona Ezaki, chairperson

of the executive board of the
Science and Technology Pro-

motion Foundation of Ibaraki,
who is a Nobel laureate for
: physics, gave the special

lecture with the subject of "Challenge to Limits of Abilities". Dr.
Ezaki began the lecture with the history of civilization and closed
as follows. "It is essential that each of you takes the initiative in
developing your own capacity to bring out a latent potential." He
talked enthusiastically weaving his experiences into the lecture
and captivated the audience completely.

And then, five faculty members lectured to introduce research
activities at JAIST. Their names are Prof. Yoshiteru Nakamori and
Assoc. Prof. Ryoko Toyama from the school of Knowledge
Science, Prof. Takuya Katayama, Prof. Takeshi Toh (Jianwu
Dang) from the school of Information Science and Prof. Hidenobu
Hori from the school of Materials Science.

JAIST has established the website for our alumni all over the
world in order to keep close contact with each other.
Characteristic Functions of This Website

For a membership, access the following Web page and register.
http://www.alumni.jaist.ac.jp

1. Activator for Alumni Community
* bulletin board,
* information on alumni reunions by laboratory, area
(Tokyo, Osaka etc) or contemporary,
* creation of mailing lists by laboratory, contemporary
and/or party of good friends,
* creation of a member's account of alumni association,
* e-mail forwarding and Web transfer function
* disclosure of contact information of faculty members who
have moved out and interface between those members
and alumni.
2 . Protector of Information Privacy
* disclosure option by inquirer
* protection of confidentiality of personal data from
inquirers without permission,
3. Support for Data Update
* data update in person
* data confirmation by e-mail around May every year

4 . Mediator for Close Contact between Alumni and JAIST
* information on events , Open Campus etc, held by JAIST
*referral to senior members of alumni association for
carrier service
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JAIST Alumni Website Has Been Established !
EPERIRFRZRMAEZERAKZRBZER—LR—2DBHM5E

http://www.alumni.jaist.ac.jp/
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Data of Internationall Stodents g sy

Chart 1 : Number of International Students by Country R HEERAER
As of February 1, 2006 SEECL84E 2 H 1 HBIE
China FRE 34 38 4 76
Vietnam NhFL 6 16 3 25
Korea AERE 4 11 2 17
Taiwan =N 4 4 1 9
Bangladesh /N>JZ55F2 1 7 2 9
Indonesia AR 2 1 1 4
Thailand 54 3 3
Myanmar YN — 3 3
Nepal EIA % 1 1 2
Brazil T2 2 2
Spain ARAY 2 2
Tunisia FI1ZTT 1 1 2
Mongolia T2 d)L 1 1
Sri Lanka 222N 1 1
Turkey L3 1 1
Belgium ~N)F— 1 1
Finland PRSP 1 1
Bulgaria JTIVHIT 1 1
Laos 7R 1 1
Syria )7 1 1
Malaysia L= 1 1
France S 1 1

Chart 2 : Change in the Number of International Students
R2 AR

As of February 1, 2006
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Chart 3 : Number of International Students by Region
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JAIST UP DATE /JAISTIERRE

Agreements on Academic

JAIST has newly concluded the agreements on academic
exchanges with Dalian University (China) , Kunming University
of Science and Technology (China) , Wuhan University of
Technology (China) , and Ecole Normal Superieure de Lyon

(France) in order to develop exchange of personnel, and
research cooperation. The number of partner institutions is now 50
in 17 countries.

Faculty News

The following faculty members newly joined JAIST

School of Knowledge Science
Associate Professor Yasunobu ITO Social Systems

School of Information Science
Professor Hiroyuki IIDA Information Structure
Associate Professor Isao TOKUDA Artificial Intelligence
Associate Professor Masashi UNOKI Acoustic Information Science

School of Materials Science
Associate Professor Yoshiko MIURA Functional Optic Materials
Associate Professor Masayuki YAMAGUCHI Functional Separations Materials

The following faculty members left JAIST

School of Knowledge Science
Professor Hisataka NOGUCHI resigned.

School of Information Science
Associate Professor Keishi TAJIMA moved to Kyoto Univ. as
an Associate Professor.

School of Materials Science
Professor Tsuneji SANO moved to Hiroshima Univ. as a
Professor.

IAl (Interactive Admission over the Internet)

Admission system on the internet

Interactive Admission : IAI stands for Interactive Admission
over the Internet. All you need to do to entry is to access our
website. You have enough time to communicate interactively
with our faculty members on the web.

Internet Admission: The IAI system removes the disadvantage
of examinees living far away from JAIST over the internet. For
examinees convenience, its informational environment enables
examinees to take our entrance examination without coming all
way to our school.

We introduce you to JAIST through the communication on
our website before the application.

After entry and setting your ID/password, you can get all the
information you need for school life, from detailed information
about the school you are applying to, to information about
courses, research, scholarship and on—campus housing. The
information have you image your school life.
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FROM ALUMNUS /83 ED0

"l of today and how to enjoy JAIST"

"Time flees away without delay." Now,
it is approaching two years since my
completion, I think back on "Life in
JAIST". It was very fulfilling.

As is well known, JAIST is in the
mountains. The environment is the best
for students who want to go about
research. This is one of the reasons of
my entrance into JAIST. Of course, so
much had happened for in a remote
area. For example, encountering with a

confused with taking a train in Shin-

nishi Kanazawa station at first time.

Those might be amusement of life in JAIST. I had played
basketball with friends every Monday for diversion. [
was able to deepen exchanges with many people by
playing basketball. However, spending time with the
members of Tan's lab. was the best of all. There were
many events, summer seminar in Nagano, fireworks at
seaside, taking midnight meals together at Champion-
Curry,. . etc. I heard that Champion-Curry had branched
out to Tokyo last year, so I went to eat there with my old
friends at JAIST. I felt it made in Kanazawa tastes better.
After a variety of experiences in JAIST, I have worked
in NTTDoCoMo from April, 2004. I'm in charge of
quality control of mobile communications services; area
tuning, suggestions regarding new communication base
station, traffic control, etc. I mean, my job is good supply
of a better environment of mobile communication.

From the start of my working life, I' ve learned various
things for two years. I would like to tell you about
getting along with Japanese companies. At first, the aim
of taking a job should be made clear. People have each
opinion, anyway, | think if you have definite purpose,
you will certainly achieve self- realization. Next, when
you think why the company needs yourself, you can find
the point of view what is the worth of you. In my case,
the company valued my good points, international
perspective, special knowledge, and original thinking,
with s view to advancing into the Chinese market. Today,
individuality is gradually respected in corporate culture.
It must keep your office moving if you demonstrated
your abundant individuality. At the last, I think harmony
among people around is necessary while developing your
personality. As you know, it is not easy that we put it into
practice. Harmony is not acquiescence but true
communication that is attained after we can understand
each other's difference in culture or languages. People
who live in and had been in Japan have own memories.
However, I think that we can share the memories of our
times in JAIST. It is thanks to spending time in JAIST
that I can carry on working in new territory. I'm grateful
to JAIST, and I feel nostalgic now.

News from International AlUmMNUS,

Mr. Xiaowu, YU (China )
Obtained Master Degree in March, 2004
School of Information Science 5 .
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STUDENT'S VOICE / #EREDS

My name is Jose Carlos Clemente. I graduated from the
Faculty of Computer Science, University of Sevilla (Spain).
Currently I am a 2nd year PhD student at JAIST under the
supervision of Associate Professor Kenji SATO, in the School
of Knowledge Science, Genetic Knowledge Systems
Laboratory. My research deals with the application of
computational and statistical methods in biology.

My experience as a JAIST student has been, in general,
positive. Research facilities are impressive and organization is
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excellent. Cheap accommodation is also available at the ~ Mr. Jose Carlos CLEMENTE LITRAN  F4~, HE= (3 & TH/NSLTTHL KFEDHIF L

university dormitory, although individual rooms are quite
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going by train is expensive and takes a long time. Overall, I
would recommend JAIST to those who have a clear idea on
what their research interest is, and are not afraid of living in a somehow isolated
environment.

I am Hai, a doctoral student from Vietnam. Two
years ago, I was a master student of Horiguchi lab in
the School of Information Science and currently, I
am working in Nakamori lab in the School of
Knowledge Science. With this experience, I can say
that the research and living environment in JAIST is
excellent. The research in schools is mutually
helpful. Both of my professors are very kind. They
take care of their students well even they are very
busy. The longer I am here, the stronger I feel JAIST
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Ms. Thi Minh Hai NGUYEN Z CIAIST G S TR E . FABJAISTA S 2
(Vietnam)

is my big home. I have this feeling not only because  pp School of Knowledge Science TREEHZORD LI L VIR HAEL &>

of my professors but also because of my Japanese JIY T4
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teacher - Mrs. Horiguchi, and the other professors, I ;":l\j—L})H o T HAFHRREOM /L%, PGS
teachers who I am acquainted with via lectures and %Dngtﬂq_(ﬁgjgx‘@ﬁj\j@iﬁh 2 RETHY GoIAMDOELE T bOBRETHHY X

activities. In addition, I receive very kind helps from

the Student Services Department, warm-heartedness from friends in
Jaist and Tatsunokuchi's inhabitant. I love all of you, who give me
good feeling in the place very far from my hometown.

I am LOCHAROENRAT Kitsakorn from Thailand. I am
currently 2nd year PhD candidate of the school of
Materials Science in JAIST under the supervision of
Assoc. Prof. GORO Mizutani who expertise on surface
science, and optical properties of solids.

My research interests are fabrication of metal nanowires,
electron microscopy applied to surface physics, and the
nonlinear optics of metal nanowire structures. From my
side, the recent advances in nanotechnology encourage me
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advancement of surface science issues on the area of

product development or research & quality area after my

graduation. On the other hand, JAIST life as a part of Japan has a fruitfully
fascination in philosophy aspect for me. I have a valuable experience to learn
here the consensus and harmony in Modern Japan, where the quality of
hierarchy, loyalty, and obedience dominate the lives of Japanese. Japan could
well integrate intellectual traditions of East and West into coexistence
alongside each other without much direct interaction.
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JAPANESE LANGUAGE CLASS

From International Students who study in Japanese
Language Class

As a foreign student, I felt very difficult during my first year in
JAIST since I did not know a single Japanese word then. Later
I attended the Japanese Language Class taught by Mrs.
Horiguchi and everything changed. This class is a knowledge
garden as well as a happy nation for many foreign students
here. Our teacher is a perfect integration of Eastern and
Western Culture: not only we can feel the gentilesse, modesty
and elegancy, but also we can find the optimism, curiosity and
enterprising spirit from her class. Mrs. Horiguchi has profuse
experience in culture exchange and language teaching. We all
feel very lucky to have such an excellent teacher. If time
allows, I hope I can speak Japanese fluently before I graduate.
Then I can know more about the Japanese people, culture and
current society. Furthermore, this will be very helpful if I want
to donate some efforts for promoting the mutual understanding
between Japan and China.

(Mr. Chao PENG (China) / D3, School of Information
Science)

One memorable aspect of life in JAIST is the Japanese
Language Elementary Class. I was able to brush up my poor
level of Japanese by attending this class. The class teacher,
Mrs. Horiguchi has a very infectious smile and a pleasant
personality. She is very friendly with all of her students. She
gave emphasis on the humble /honorific way of speaking
Japanese which was very helpful for me. The rapport between
the students and the teacher made the class interesting and
amusing.

Also, the new Chinese Character Class, given by Mrs.
Yamaguchi, has been very helpful in learning Kanjis. Through
this elass, a student is able to learn Kanji characters at his/her
own pace. I believe I can speak a little more fluently than when
I first arrived here. I hope to be more fluent in Japanese so that
I can carry out a long conversation with my supervisor without
having to use any English!.

When I speak Japanese with some the local people living
around JAIST, it is very interesting to listen to the local accent
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(Tatsunokuchi ben) which is a sharp contrast to the teachers'
standard and beautiful Japanese.

(Mrs. Nurun NAHAR (Bangladesh) / D3, School of
Knowledge Science)

During the first two months, it was very difficult for me to
adopt myself to the usual life in Japan because I could not talk
Japanese in my laboratory or with the staff in this school. So I
decided to knock the door of Japanese language class. I
thought the elementary class of Mrs. Horiguchi would be
suitable for me. So I started learning Japanese from October
2005. Now I can understand and speak somewhat. She looks at
eyes of all students all the time in the class. When she feels
that we do not know well, she explains two or three times
again untill all students can well understand. Also she tries to
make interesting class by using comic pictures or magazines.
I am still learning Japanese joyously. I might give up the class
if she does not use one word that she always talked to me after
the class, "GAMBATE. GAMBATE.". 1 thank her from the
bottom of my heart. And I think this Japanese language class is
necessary for all foreign students.
(Mr. Daewon JUNG (Korea) /
D1, School of Materials Science)

NEW FACE ! Message from Ms. Yamaguchi

Hello everybody,

I am Ms Yamaguchi. I have been teaching Japanese language
at JAIST since last April.

I also teach at Kanazawa University, where a six-month
intensive-course of Japanese language is offered as well as
regular courses, for international students in preparations for
graduate education. The international students
start to study at Kanazawa University or JAIST
after completion of this course. But I have
heard that Japanese proficiency is not
necessary for the studies at JAIST because
research activities are conducted in English
there. So I have been always interested in
JAIST and Japanese proficiency of
international students at JAIST after they had
finished this intensive course.

I believe that students can acquire a lot in the
process of language learning in addition to language itself. As
their making progress on Japanese language, they will be able
to enjoy their life and to deepen understandings of people and
various cultures in Japan.

I am enthusiastic about my work to that end. It seems that they
can study smoothly at JAIST without speaking Japanese. But I
have also seen many eager students taking time to study
Japanese from their busy schedule of graduate programs in the
past year. One of eager students, who had studied steadily
every week in the Chinese character class, said delightedly, "I
am very happy! I can understand the meanings of Chinese
characters I see here and there now." I completely share this
student's feeling. I hope that more international students will
join our class and I can help them to understand Japanese
language and Japan for years to come.
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The gathering of international students was held at the Ishikawa High-
Tech Exchange Center on October 18, 2005. This gathering is held every
year to encourage international students studying away from their home
countries and to promote mutual friendship between international
students and the JAIST faculty members and administrative staff. On this
occasion, the Mayor of Nomi City, members of the Tatsunokuchi
International Friendship Association, the Tatsunokuchi Chamber of
Commerce, Nihonkai Kokusai Koryu Center, and Komatsu Seiren Co.,
Ltd. were also invited to deepen the exchange. Followed by the addresses
from the President Ushioda and Mayor Sakai, Vice President
Makishima's toast began the gathering. As this year's special, Mont Hinn
Khar, a homemade dish, was served by international students from
Myanmar, and participants enjoyed it and talked about their own
traditional foods each other. At the middle of the gathering, Mr. Mohd
Ambri Mohamed from Malaysia, who is a first year student in the
master's program of the School of Materials Science, made a speech in

fluent Japanese on behalf of the new international students who have
JAIS] Viguronmg = -

joined JAIST after the last
year's gathering. The party
grew livelier with a variety of
entertainments, including

Chinese song and dance,
Turkish song and Vietnamese
song with the guitar

. accompaniment by the
1nternat10nal students, and Japanese song by Prof. Toshiya Ando. And
when the administrative staff's daughter performed Classical Japanese
dance, international students took in it and took pictures. As Mayor Sakai
jumped in and sang "You are my sunshine", the gathering was an exciting
time. At the end of the gathering, on behalf of the international students,
Mr. Andre Saito from Brazil who is a second year student in the doctoral
program of the School of Knowledge Science gave helpful advice to the
new international students and addressed thanks. The participants left the
gathering hall with deepened friendship.

Field Trip to Fukui

On December 2 and 3, Field
Trip to Fukui was held and 40
international students partici-
pated. This trip has been
planned annually in order to
help international students'
understanding of Japanese

culture.

On the first day, they visited Foods Park HACHIBAN in Kawakita
town. The staff of HACHI-BAN took around participants in the factory
and explained how to make jiao-zi and noodle to international

students. They listened intently and asked about the company. HACHI-
BAN offered Ramen and small china bowl for lunch to participants for
free. Then they moved to Eiheiji Temple in Fukui. It sprinkled a l1tt1e
bit, however, they felt solemn air of priests and temple.
Also, they visited Tojinbo which was a rugged and
precipitous cliff. Although the waves were rough and
blustering, they enjoyed there. They stayed a Japanese-
style hotel in Awara Onsen.

In the morning of second day, participants visited The

Gathering of InternationallStudents
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Five Lakes of Mikata, but unfortunately, they could not go to the top
because the weather was too bad. They had lunch in Obama city, and
then went to Mantokuji Temple and made original chopsticks at
Folkcraft Studio.

Students deepened their understanding of Japanese culture through
the impressive experience in a short period of time, two days.

Japan Education Fair' 2005

JAIST participated in the 2005 Japan Education Fair
was held in Taiwan (Guaxiong, Taipei) on Jun. 10 and
12, Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur, Johor Bahru) on Aug. 20
and 22, Thailand (Bangkok, Chiang Mai) on Nov. 5, 6
and 8 and Vietnam (Ho Chi Minh, Hanoi) on Nov. 27
and 30. Ten staff members of faculties, international
students, and administrative staffs participated in the
fairs from JAIST. During the Fair, 38 out of 1904
visitors in Taiwan, 200 out of 2316 in Malaysia, 93 out
of 4554 in Thailand, and 94 out of 1611 in Vietnam came to the
JAIST's booth to ask many specific and detailed questions on the
education, the admission system and the scholarship of JAIST. We are
satisfied with the fact that we succeeded in introducing JAIST to
many participants of those countries at this fairs.

Regional friendship

The Tatsunokuchi Festival Jonkara

The 24th Tatsunokuchi Jonkara Festival was held
in front of the Tatsunokuchi Branch Office of
Nomi City on August 20. On this occasion, many
international students joined events in the Festival.
In the event of Jonkara Dance Competition, the
team JAIST including international students with
Yukata costume danced lightly.

Performance, Karaoke and Mochi pounding party at
Okuchi Community Hall

Performance, Karaoke and Mochi pounding party was held at
Okuchi Community Hall on November 13. From JAIST, students
including international students, members of faculty and
administrative staff attended the party. At Performance and
Karaoke party, Vietnamese students of JAIST joined this event
and sang their country songs beautifully with the guitar
accompaniment.

Local residents taught participants how to pound Mochi, and
participants challenged it and had a good time.

JAPAN TENT

"JAPAN TENT" was held over the whole region of Ishikawa
Prefecture from July 29 to August 5. The JAPAN TENT is a
regional event sponsored by various government agencies, private
companies, and volunteer organizations, and invites international
students living in Japan to Ishikawa Prefecture to give the
opportunity of contact with local residents and understanding of
traditional culture in Ishikawa. From JAIST, 7 international
students joined JAPAN TENT. They enjoyed cultural Ishikawa
through a variety of cultural experiences, visiting places, and
staying at individual houses as guests.
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" wishes for your continued

The Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO) invites
former international students to Japan as follows:
Nationality: Former international students in Japan who
have the nationality of developing countries or regions in
Asia, Latin America, the Middle East, Africa, etc.
Eligibility:

(1) Persons who, after their return to their home
country, are engaged in the fields of education,
academic research, or persons with substantial
professional experiences equivalent to a professor, an
associate professor or a lecturer.

(2) Persons who hold doctorate degrees when the
fellowship goes into effect, that must have been
received within five years or persons with substantial
professional experiences equivalent to a professor, an
associate professor or a lecturer.

(3) Persons less than 46years old, who have been in
their home countries for at least five years since
returning from Japan.

Period: within 90 days

Supported expenses: A round-trip air ticket, living
expenses, domestic travel expenses for research, etc.

Please refer to the International Student Section for further
information.

Editor's Notes

We are so pleased to issue the JAIST Alumni News vol.6.
Since April 2005, the office of the Student Services
Department has moved to the 2nd floor of the Knowledge
Science Building. For we have much larger space, we will
offer students and researchers more adequate support for
their research activities in JAIST.

This volume focuses on the
"JAIST 15th Anniversary".
We would appreciate it so
much if you could kindly
give us any comments oOr
impression on the content
of this volume. We hope
this volume reminds you of
your days in JAIST. Best

good health, happiness, and
success.
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