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Dear JAIST Alumni,

Hello, how have you been ?

At JAIST, 2008 academic year will be over soon. Graduating students
breathe easier now that they have finished the defenses of their doctor's or
master's thesis and they are preparing for their new life. The Degree Con-
ferment Ceremony will be held on March, 24%. You may recall the feeling
of accomplishment when you completed your paper, and growing expecta-
tion for new life and the world at this time of the year.

I'have done various things as the President in the first year, [ have been sat-
isfied with this year. First of all, I set the goals for the coming 6 years.
It is very important to make a specific goal for every work. The goal
needs to be lofty and challenging ones that we would like to pursue. My
goal is to let JAIST become one of the world-class graduate schools.
JAIST was established in 1990 and almost 20 years have passed since
then. With the excellent faculty members and sophisticated environment
of education and research, JAIST has taken it’ s place among the top-class
institutes in Japan. It is obvious from the number of presented papers and
gained research grants by the faculty members. We have to make further
effort towards world-level educations and research. I believe that we can
accomplish it, and I will manage this institute aiming for the goal.

To promote internationalization of JAIST is one of the important factor to
realize the goal. International top -class institute should attract excellent
students and faculty members. Now, JAIST is the best international insti-
tute among other science and technological national universities in Japan,
and over 20% of the students and over 10% of the faculty members are in-
ternational people. And all the lectures of the doctoral programs are given
in English. Furthermore, the number of lecture in English will be in-
creased enough to complete the master's programs only in English. And
also, we are planning our own scholarships and research assistant employ-
ment system to gather more international students and faculty members. If
you know someone who wants to study abroad, we would appreciated it if
you could introduce them JAIST. Regarding collaboration in Dual pro-
gram with universities, now we are conducting the program with the Viet-
nam National University, and we have launched a new program with Oulu
University in Finland. Also, we plan to establish relationships with several
universities in abroad.

This previous year, there were many events and episodes at JAIST. In the
event of “Open Campus” in June, the lecture of Nobelist Dr. Shirakawa
which is about “Serendipity”, the word means ‘discovering the unex-
pected things by luck.” ,was very impressive.

He told us an episode that he discovered the conductive plastic which
brought him Nobel prize. Speaking of Nobel prize, the year of 2008 was
a wonderful year for Japan, because 4 Japanese researchers won the No-
bel prizes. One of our goals at the time when JAIST was established was
to produce Nobel Prize winning scientists. I sincerely hope that one of
you will win the Prize in the future.

I wish your continued success and prosperity.

Takuya Katayama
President
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JAIST Fair in Vietham and Thailand

“JAIST Fair” for students who are interested in our Institute was held
at Vietnam National University - Hanoi in Vietnam, was also held at
Hanoi University of Technology and Vietnam National University in
Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam in January, and Chulalongkorn Univer-
sity in Thailand in January 2009. The number of participants from the
universties in each venue is about 130 (Hanoi in June), 66 (Hanoi in
January), 42 (Ho Chi Minh City in January), 69 (Thailand in Janu-
ary) . And a seminar about JAIST was held for the 13 applicants for
study at JAIST at Dalian Nationalities University in China in last No-
vember.
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International Symposium “JAIST Forum 2008”

21st Century COE Program “Verifiable and Evolvable e-Society”
(Adopted in fiscal year 2004) has been progressed the research of
the basic technology to make a safety e-Soceity. As the public release
of a report of the COE Program, we held JAIST Forum 2008 on No-
vember 25, 2008 inviting some guests from abroad. In the session,
Prof. Leon J. Osterweil, University of Massachusetts Amherst, and
Prof. Katsumi Nitta (Tokyo Institute of Technology) gave invited
talks on Legal Engineering. And Prof. Akira Shimazu in the School
of Information Science who is a representative person of the COE

Program also gave a lecture. In the second session, Prof. Dines Bjgr-
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Graz, Austria, gave an invited talk on “Verification on So-
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JAIST Symposium 2008
at Tokyo Institute of Technology.

At the Centennial Hall of Tokyo Institute of Technology, “JAIST Sym-
posium 2008” was held on December 1, 2008 to spread the activities
of the results of advanved research of JAIST. In the symposium, Ta-
kuya Katayama, the President of JAIST, said in his address that “Af-
ter establishment of JAIST, we actively put into practice of research
and development. And the average of joint research budget of each
faculty member has become No.l among the national university cor-
porations in Japan. I think that we made a progress promptly.
Through this symposium, we would like to ask for more assistance
and cooperations by spreading the results of advanced research that
we have been pursuing. And after that, Yasuharu Suematsu, Adviser
of National Institutite of Infomatics, gave a lecture called “The mis-
sion and expected progress of JAIST”. He expressed his expectation
for JAIST, with saying “JAIST has possibilities and dynamisms”.

The faculty members of each school and Research Center for Inte-
grated Science of JAIST presented their results of research and study,
they introduced the contents and results of advanced research in each
field. And there was a poster session to introduce the contents of re-
search activities. On the day, in each venue, many participants includ-
ing students, guests from companies and universities were keen in
absorbing information. And also, there were a lot of participants who
wish to study at our Institute in the JAIST Seminar which was also

held on the same day.

My name is Erika Camargo form Mexico I am
a doctor course student in the School of Infor-
mation Science. My research work is about
prediction of faults (bugs) in software before
its implementation, using metrics taken from
the design. I did my master studies in here as
well. Lectures were not easy, especially be-
cause of my Japanese level, but fortunately I
could get through.

Time has gone really fast, I still remember the
first day of lectures, the same day I had assign-
ments for the next class. Work kept me busy,
and although I really wanted to improve my
Japanese 1 did not have the time for it. It was
till the second year of master studies, when I
had the chance to assist regularly to the Japa-
nese classes offered by JAIST for International
students. I could remember and improve what

Ms.CAMARGO CRUZ, ANA ERIKA (Mexico)
D1, School of Information Science
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in the past I learnt. Just last December I took the examination for the
third level of Japanese, and I could pass it! I hope one day my Japa-
nese is good enough to take the examination for second level. Now as
a Doctor student, things are a bit different, doing research is very
challenging. Some days I feel I am in the right path and some others
I feel stuck. However, I always remember what people around the
world say “Perseverance is power”, so if you ever feel the same, re-
member you are not the only one.

I enjoy living in JAIST, I like nature around us, the fresh air, the view
to the sea, and of course the facilities that JAIST offer itself such as
the gym, the 24-hour library, rental of bikes, sky and camping equip-
ment, as well as the shuttle bus service. I also would like to remark
JAIST financial help for both Japanese and International students.
Help that during my three years in JAIST, I have been benefited from,
such as the accessible prices of student dormitories and the system of
the tuition fee exemption. Maybe without these kinds of aids many of
us could not continue with our studies. Thus, I do not want to miss
the opportunity to say Thank you!

My name is Nguyen Thanh Cuong,
and I come from Vietnam. I am now
the third year Ph.D. student in the
School of Materials Science, under the
supervision of Assoc. Prof. Akihiko
Fujiwara.

Before coming JAIST, I was very con-
cerned about my new life. However,
everything in here had cured my wor-
ries. The kindness and thoughtfulness
of the supervisors, staffs, friends, and
every people in Vietnamese commu-
nity have helped me to overcome the
difficulties and quickly adapt to the
new environment. The life environ-
ment at here is very good with many
supports, especially for foreign stu-
dents. It has been improved year by
year. By attending English and Japanese classes, my language abili-
ties were noticeable improvements. Through many fantastic trips,
such as field-trip tour, snow-man festival, making soba noodle tour, I
have opportunities to understand about the Japanese nature, history,
customs and culture. I am very impressed by the well-organized
“JAIST Open Campus” festival which is held annually in June. It is a
good change to interactive not only with JAIST s people in, but also
with local people.

After nearly four years staying here, I can say that JAIST is one of
the best places in the world for studying, not only because of the state-
of-the-art facilities, but also because of many leading professors. You
can go to their offices anytime to discuss and get the advice. Besides,
JAIST also provides many research grants for doing minor research
project outside of Japan, attending the conferences. Especially, new
program, namely. “The graduate school educational reform support
program” provides the students with expenses to conduct and report
the cooperative independent research project and get the valuable ex-
periences.

The period of my stay at JAIST becomes a vivid, happy memory in
my life. The knowledge which I have learning at here has an impor-
tant role for my career.

Mr. NGUYEN, THANH CUONG (Vietnam)
D3, School of Material Science
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New Year Party was held in grand style at Ishikawa High-Tech Ex-
change Center. This New Year Party was followed to be held to keep
a good relationship with regional people after starting in 2007. The
number of participants are students 100, faculty members 40, admin-
istrative staff 28. And there also have the guests, the president of Mat-
susaki Inn Mr. Matsusaki and Chairman of Tatsunokuchi Exchange
Association Mr. Konya, and the 8 people from Oguchi regional block
took part in this party. The atomosphere of there was great of fun, and
total number of participants is 200. After making toast with the Presi-
dent Katayama and Vice President Sugiyama, the party has begun
with the greetngs from Mr. Matsusaki. The students and faculty mem-
bers and staff wished new years hope with deepening the relationship
with the guests and the regional people and the relationship each
other.

The Social Gathering of International Students was held at the Ishi-
kawa High-Tech Exchange Center on December 16, 2008. This gath-
ering is held every year to encourage international students studying
away from their home countries and to promote exchange among the
international students, JAIST faculty members,administrative staff and
local community people. On this occasion, Foreign Students 120
members, This year, 120 international students and their families and
tutors, faculty members, administrative staff and foreign researchers
attended the gathering, the people from the company offering financial
support to the international students as well as members of the Tat-
sunokuchi International Friendship Association and members of Nomi
City Commerce and Industry Association were invited to deepen the
exchanges. The total number of participants was 254 members.

Followed by the address from the President Katayama, Vice President
Sugiyama's toast began the gathering. Before his toast, he called for
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toasts from international students in each native language and their
own toasts broke the ice.

After that, Mr. CUIL, GUODONG from China, research student in the
School of Information Science, made a speech in fluent Japanese on
behalf of the new international students who have joined JAIST after
last year s gathering. He expressed his decision that he would like to
make a lot of friends and absorb the new way of thinking that he has

never known before, and would like to the no-regrets life here in JAIST.
This year, various dishes were provided by international students from
the students of Mexico, Bangladesh, Vietnam and China. Around the
dishes, all participants were enjoying them and talking to each other
about the traditional dishes and cultures in their own countries.
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At the middle of the gathering, some groups of international students
sang songs and performed a dance. At first, the group of Chinese stu-
dents sang a song “Mirai-e” of a Japanese girl duo Kiroro in Japanese
and Chinese. Next, some international students and Japanese lan-
guage class teachers sang a Japanese song “Ka-san no Uta”, “Yuki”
and “Sakura”of Naotaro, Moriyama.

Before their singing, the some students of Beginner's Class perfo-
med their pronounciation with applause from the audience. And then,
Ms.NGUYEN, THI HONG NHUNG from Vietnam, research student
in the School of Information Science, sang a song “First Love”of a
Japanese singer Hikaru Utada with organ.

And at last, the group of Vietnamese students and their families sang
a Vietnamese song “Trong com”. with that song, the group of
Mr.HOANG, CHI HIEU,the second year student in the doctoral pro-
gram in School of Material Science and other 3 students performed
a dance to the song. People around them were taking many photos of
their cheerful performance.

After these performances Mr. MEJRI, KAIS, the second year student
in the doctoral program in the School of Material Science, gave a
speech in Japanese on behalf of the international students in JAIST.
In his speech, he expressed his gratitude to all the people who are pro-
viding international students at JAIST with wonderful reseach envi-
ronment. Finally Vice-President Kawakami made a closing speech
and the lively party of one and half hours was closed.
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From August 1to 2, 2008, Field Trip
for international students toward
Gunma and Nagano prefecture was
held. About that trip, 49 members took
part in including international students
their faculty members and administra-
tive staffs. This trip has been held
every year to aim to make foreign stu-
dents to absorb and understand the
Japanese culture. On the first day of the
Trip, we visited the Nagano Newspaper
Printing Plant of Shinano Mainichi
Shimbun Company in Nagano City. At
there, we saw the factory that made it
possible to make up to 40 pages full
colored prints (the first in Japan), and to make 170,000 copies at the
same time (the fastest in the world) . The students seemed to be surprised
at how to make the prints and the real scene of their work. After staying
Kusatsu Spa in Gunma prefecture, we visited the Shirane Mountain in
Kusatsu town in Gunma prefecture, and saw the volcanic lake called “Yu-
gama” which is close to the top of that mountain on the second day of the
Trip. As it is over 2,000 m height
above the sea level, the climate there
was so cool and the weather on that
day was very fine, we could enjoy the
lake colored with emerald green that
were poured with Fe ion and S materi-
als. After that we visited Zenkouji tem-
ple in Nagano City, and saw the main
temple designated one of national treas-
ures, and then, visited the facilites in-
cluding the gate in mountainside, One
of the important cultural assets in Ja-
pan, etc. The Trip was good opportuni-
ties to know the new technology and
the Japanese Culture, and everyone en-
joyed it.

IAl (Interactive Admission over the Internet)

Admission system on the internet

Interactive Admission: IAI stands for Interactive Admission
over the Internet. All you need to do to entry is to access our
website. You have enough time to communicate interactively
with our faculty members on the web.

Internet Admission: The IAI system removes the disadvantage
of examinees living far away from JAIST over the internet. The
informational environment enables examinees to take our
entrance examination without coming all the way to our school.
We introduce you to JAIST through the communication on
our website before the application.

During the period from entry to application, you can get all the
information you need about school life, courses, research,
scholarship and on-campus housing. The information help you
to image your school life.
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JAIST UP DATE /JAISTITIRIRS

Agreements on Academic Exchange

JAIST has newly concluded the agreements on academic
exchanges with Jozef Stefan Institute (Slovenia), Dalian
Maritime University (China) Politechnico di Milano (Italy) , Univer-
sity of Delhi (India), Research Centre Julich (Germany), Institute
of Acoustics, Chinese Academy of Sciences (China)in order to
develop exchange of personnel, and research cooperation. The
number of partner institutions is now 66 in 20 countries.

Faculty News

The following faculty members newly joined JAIST

School of Knowledge Science
Professor KOSAKA Michitaka, Social Knowledge
Research Professor, KOBAYASHI Toshiya, Social Kowledge
School of Information Science
Associate Professor YOSHITAKA Atsuo, Human Information Processing
Assistant Professor SUEMITSU Atsuo, Human Information Processing
Assistant Professor NGUYEN, Minh Le , Artificial Intelligence
Assistant Professor CHIBA Yuki, Software Science
Assistant Professor HIROKAWA Nao, Software Science
Assistant Professor Khoirul Anwar, Computer Systems and Networks
Associate Professor ASANO Fumihiko, Human Information Processing
Research Professor DEZA, Michel Marie, Human Information Processing
Associate Professor OGATA Kazuhiro, Theoretical Information Science
Research Assistant Professor OMOTE Kazumasa, IT specalist prograrm to promote Key Engincers as security Specialists
School of Materials Science
Assistant Professor TAKAGAKI Atsushi, New Materials Design and Synthesis
Assistant Professor MIYABAYASHI Keiko, New Materials Design and Synthesis
Assistant Professor MATSUSHIMA Toshinori, Materials Characterization and Device
Assistant Professor TAIRA Shu, Biofunction and Organization
Others
Distinguished Professor ONO Hiroakira, Research Center for Integrated Science
Assistant Professor OHARA Yasuhiro, Center for Information Science

The following faculty members left JAIST

School of Knowledge Science
Associate Professor TOYAMA Ryoko resigned.
Assistant Professor INUZUKA Atsushi resigned.
Assistant Professor OGUSHI Masaki resigned.
School of Information Science
Associate Professor TORISAWA Kentaro resigned.
Assistant Professor NAKAMURA Masaki resigned.
Assistant Professor HATTORI Satoshi resigned.
Assistant Professor Lu Xugang resigned.
Assistant Professor KAZAMA Jyunichi resigned.
Assistant Professor FUIIEDA Kazuhiro resigned.
Assistant Professor MOTOKI Mitsuo resigned.
Assistant Professor ISHIKAWA Tomoharu resigned.
School of Materials Science
Assistant Professor SANO Haruyuki resigned.
Assistant Professor YAMAMURA Syohei resigned.
Assistant Professor NOH, Jung-Pil resigned.
Professor HORI Hidenobu resigned.
Others
Research Professor MITANI Tadaoki resigned.

Research Professor HOTTA Fumiaki resigned.

Research Associate Professor KWEON, In Soo resigned.
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Data of International Sfudents BE4F—_ s

Chart 1 : Number of International Students by Country =1 B EA AR
As of March 1, 2009 SERG214E 3 H 1 HEBIAE
China FE 67 18 9 94
Vietnam NhFL 19 27 4 50
Korea AERE 3 8 2 13
Taiwan = 1 2 0 3
Bangladesh /\>J 5572 1 5 1 7 ) HiyEe e
Thailand 714 2 2 1 5 JAIST Gathering of Intemational Students
Myanmar Ivov— 0 2 1 3 '
Malaysia YL—7 1 5 1 7
Nepall 2 IN—)l 0 1 0 1
Sri Lanka )22 h 1 0 0 1
Brunei TR A 0 0 1 1
Mexico A&7 0 1 0 1
Greece Fv 0 0 1 1
Egypt IoTh 0 3 0 3
Tunisia FI1ZTF 0 4 0 4
Bulgaria TIVHIT 0 1 0 1
France P 0 1 0 1
Romania W—~Z7 0 1 0 1
Germany RAY 0 1 0 1
Swizerland AR 0 0 1 1
Australia F—AKZ)7 1 0 0 1

Chart 2 : Change in the Number of International Students
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As of March 1, 2009
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Introdu

Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) Invitation Programs

The JSPS Invitation Programs are offered to promote international scientific
cooperation and exchange. The three main programs are referred as follows.
JSPS takes two application procedures for these programs; 1. Japanese
researchers submit applications wishing to invite a foreign scientist and 2.
Foreign nominating authorities recommend candidates from their respective
countries. For the details, please visit the website of each program.
Postdoctoral Fellowship Program for Foreign Researchers (Standard) (Gaikokujun Tokubetsu Kenkyuin)
JSPS provides opportunities to young foreign postdoctoral researchers to
conduct, under the guidance of their hosts, cooperative research with
leading research groups in universities and other institutions in Japan.
Fellow eligibility : Each candidate for the Fellowship must:
1. Be a citizen of a country that has diplomatic relations with Japan
(Taiwanese and Palestinian researchers are also eligible)
2. Hold a doctorate degree when the fellowship goes into effect, which
has not been received in more than past 6 years
Duration of fellowship : Fellowships are awarded for a period of 12 to 24 months.
Terms of award :
allowance, Domestic research travel allowance, and so on.
Please refer to the JSPS website at

Round-trip air ticket, Monthly maintenance

http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-fellow/fellow.html for more details.
Invitation Fellowship Program for Research in Japan(Long Term)
This program allows researchers employed at designated Japanese
research institutions to invite fellow researchers from other countries to
Japan to participate in cooperative activities at their research institutions.
Fellow eligibility : Each candidate for the Fellowship:
1. Must be a citizen of a country that has diplomatic relations with Japan
(Taiwanese and Palestinian researchers are also eligible)
2 . Should be employed fulltime in an research institution
3. Must be a researcher with a research background equivalent to that of a
professor, assistant professor or research associate in a Japanese university
or Have held a doctorate degree for a period of more than 6 years
Duration of fellowship : Fellowships are awarded for 2 months (61 days) to 10 months.
Terms of award : Round - trip air ticket, Daily maintenance allowance,
domestic research travel allowance, and so on.
Please refer to the JSPS website at
http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-inv/long_set.htm for more details.
Invitation Fellowship Program for Research in Japan (Short Term)
This program allows researchers employed at designated Japanese research
institutions and laboratories to invite fellow researchers from other
countries to Japan for short periods of time to participate in discussions,
attend seminars, give lectures, or perform similar duties at their institutions.
Fellow eligibility : Each candidate for the Fellowship:
1. Must be a citizen of a country that has diplomatic relations with Japan
2 .. Should be employed fulltime in an research institution
3. Should be senior scientists, university professors, and other persons
with substantial professional experience
Duration of fellowship : Fellowships are awarded for a period of 14 to 60 days.
Terms of award :
allowance, Annual domestic research travel allowance, and so on.
Please refer to the JSPS website at

Round-trip air ticket, Monthly maintenance

http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-inv/long_set.htm for more details.
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Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO) Follow-up Research Fellowship

JASSO provides the follow-up services for former international students
who have previously come to study in Japan from a developing
country/region in Asia, Central and South America, Middle East, Africa
or other areas, and are currently active in education, research, or public
administration in their home country/region. The fellowship extends them
an opportunity to conduct short-term joint-research with relevant
academics at a university in Japan.

Beneficiary : Returnees from Japan with nationalities of developing countries and
regions, such as Asia, Central and South America, Middle East, Africa or other areas.
Qualifications: Under 45 years old. At least three years have passed
after returning home from Japan

Research Period: Up to 90 days

Benefits: Round-trip air ticket, transportation expenses, Daily living
allowance, travel expenses for research travel in Japan

Please refer to the following JASSO website for more details on this program:
http://www.jasso.go.jp/exchange/tanken_e.html

JASSO Follow-up Research Guidance

JASSO supports to dispatch advisors to visit former international students
who are currently engaged in educational or research activities in
universities or research institutes in their home country/region, for the
purpose of providing research guidance to them, or giving a lecture in
seminar/symposium, etc.

Eligible countries and regions : Developing countries and regions,
such as Asia, Central and South America, Middle East and Africa
Eligible former international student : 2- 4 years have passed
since student’ s returning home after studying in Japan

Period of Implementation: From at least7 days up to maximum 10 days
Expenses : Round-trip airfare,Daily living expenses, expenses for
research guidance, expenses for equipment

Please refer to the following JASSO website for more details on this program:
http://www.jasso.go.jp/exchange/shidou_e.html

for Intl Students

JASSO eNewsletter for Former
International Students in Japan

JASSO distributes eNewsletter to former interna-
tional students in Japan (International students who
have studied in Japan) . This eNewsletter is free of
charge and aims to continually provide information
which former international students need, to
support former international students by actively
giving JASSO publicity, and to promote continuing
contacts with former international students.

Please see the following HP if you would like to
subscribe to this eNewsletter.
http://www.jasso.go.jp/exchange/magazine_e.html

who studied in JAPAN

Www.jasso.go.jp/exchange
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JAIST has established the website for our alumni all over the
world in order to keep close contact with each other.
Characteristic Functions of This Website

For a membership, access the following Web page and register.
http://www.alumni.jaist.ac.jp

1. Activator for Alumni Community
* bulletin board,
* information on alumni reunions by laboratory, area
( Tokyo, Osaka etc) or contemporary,
* creation of mailing lists by laboratory, contemporary
and/or party of good friends,
* creation of a member’ s account of alumni association,
* e-mail forwarding and Web transfer function
* disclosure of contact information of faculty members
who have moved out and interface between those
members and alumni.
2 . Protector of Information Privacy
* disclosure option by inquirer
* protection of confidentiality of personal data from
inquirers without permission,
3. Support for Data Update
* data update in person
* data confirmation by e-mail around May every year
4 . Mediator for Close Contact between Alumni and JAIST
* information on events, Open Campus etc, held by JAIST
* referral to senior members of alumni association for
carrier service

Editor's Notes

We will distribute the JAIST International Alumni News Vol.9 to you in the
world. In Apr. 2008, we had new president Takuya Katayama, and New
JAIST administrative order has started. Almost one year has passed since the
International Office was born. New idea and policy which make more
relationship with Universities and Institutes and recruit more excellent
students abroad were proposed, and then, JAIST is on the way to the
advanced international institute. JAIST newly concluded the agreements on
academic exchanges with 6 universities and institutes. Now, the number of
. partner instututions is 66 in 20 countries. The number of visitor and guests
from the universities and institutes out of Japan has increased, it meant their
interest about our institute. Please introduce JAIST to the world more and
more. So, then we will send you the News of JAIST in this fiscal year.

JAIST Alumni Website
i EPERIRFBFFRMAZRAKZRBER—LRN—2DBAHE

http://www.alumni.jaist.ac.jp/
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International Affairs Section, International Office, Japan Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (JAIST)
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