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Throughout history, language sciences have been dealing with numerous phenomena that are either inherently
complex/dynamic systems, or which display characteristic properties of such systems. Within an individual, one
can point to perceptual dynamics and categorisation in speech, the emergence of phonological templates, or word
and sentence processing; across society, think variations and typology,
the rise of new grammatical constructions, semantic bleaching, language evolution in general, and the spread and
competition of both individual expressions, and entire languages.

A handful of language phenomena will be portrayed which exhibit properties well-known in complex systems
from other domains of life and science. We will then zoom in on the role of social networks, and demonstrate how
social network analysis (SNA) can shed light on phenomena from the social spread of neologisms online to the
influence of language learners’ interactions on their progress, in contexts as

varied as study-abroad sojourns and intensive courses for refugees. We will also illustrate the benefits of
combining computational (quantitative) and anthropological (qualitative) SNA for mutually complementary
perspectives.
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